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Pro Bono Reference Guide: A Resource for Law Firm Programs

Introduction

Pro Bono Basics

a. What Constitutes Pro Bono?

b lllinois Supreme Court Pro Bono Reporting Rule

C. Why Do Pro Bono?

d The Chicago Bar Foundation Law Firm Leadership Circle Statement of Principles

Initial Considerations

a. What Is Your Firm Hoping to Achieve With Your Pro Bono Program?
b. What Are Realistic Goals for Your Pro Bono Program?

C. Setting Up Your Pro Bono Program

d. What Are Your Attorneys’ Pro Bono Interests?

e. Malpractice Coverage for Your Firm’s Pro Bono Work

f. Special Considerations for Small Firms In Designing A Pro Bono Program
g. Developing an Effective Pro Bono Policy

Program Administration

a. The Life of a Pro Bono Matter

b. Developing an Effective Pro Bono Intranet

C. Incentives to Promote Pro Bono

Finding Pro Bono Matters

The Pro Bono Landscape in the Chicago Area

Selecting a Pro Bono Agency Partner and Expectations Between the Firm and Agency Partner
Considerations for Individual Attorneys Before Handling A Pro Bono Matter

Pro Bono Partnerships Involving Firm, Corporation and Agencies

Types of Pro Bono Projects

Examples of Pro Bono at Chicago Firms
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Additional Pro Bono Resources

PILI/CBF Pro Bono Initiative

The Chicago Bar Foundation (CBF)

lllinois Legal Aid Online (ILAO)

American Bar Association’s Center for Pro Bono
Pro Bono Institute
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Other Ways to Ensure Equal Access to Justice

a. Financial Support

b. Maximizing IOLTA

C. Advocacy

d. Marketing, Training and Other Resources
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Internships, Fellowships and Rotation Programs
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